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In the firſt Place, All Perſons that intend ds -ftroying their 
| Rats, with theſe Compoſitions, muſt Aries "_ the 
| following Directions: . | 


' DIRECTIONS how to dreſs « HOUSE. 


PARSE ſome pieces of tiles about as broad as 1 
hand, let the dirt and grit b>gubbed clean off 
one ſide; then take a candle and look in all the dark , 
cloſets, ſtr holes, dark lofts, falſe ceilings, cellars, 
and every private place where they frequent they 
come moſt in dark places; and when you come 
a a place where they haunt, put about a tea-ſpeenfu 
of the Charm on one of the tiles; if they run thick, 
you may put a -table-ſpoonful on a tile in a cloſet, 
or other place where they come; one table- ſpoonful 
is ſufficient for five or ſix rats ſor a night and a day; 
let every ſecret place have ſome ſet; they like to feed 
ſeparate. Take care that nothing beſides the rats 
get to the compoſitions; for ſome other creatures 
might, if it ſtood in their way, make free with it. 
There is not the leaſt danger of the rats doing any 
hurt, by eating of the pee, to victuals, or 


any thing elſe; though 'tis as well to keep the victuals 
away from the rats at the time of dreſſing, as it will 
ereate their appetite the better for the compoſitions. 
Obſerve, the Charm is to ſtand two nights and days; 


but if the rats eat it all the firſt night, you may put a 


little more on the empty tiles; but if it is not all eat the 


ſe:ond day, you muſt take what is left upon the tiles 


off, and, if not wet nor dirty, put it into the ſame 
bag again ; then put the deſtroying compoſition on the 


ſame tiles the Charm was laid on, only not one half fo 


much; a bit as big as a pea or a horſe-bean will 
kill the biggeſt rat that there is; nor do they eat 
much more than that quantity of the deſtroying com- 
poſition to kill them, Let the deſtroying compoſition 
| ſtand two nights and days, and no longer at one 
dreſſing; if it does, it loſes its virtue, and makes the 
rats ſhy if any freſh ones come after ; take what is left 
clean and dry and put it into the ſame bag again. 
Sometimes *tis neceſſary to take up a board of a floor 
to feed them, if there are not places enough elſewhere ; 
the beſt way is to dreſs all the out-buildings that are 
near at the ſame time, 
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DIRECTIONS how to dreſs a BARN 
nd OU T-BUILDINGS. 
TAKE ſome pieces of tiles, as before directed for the 
houſe, and go into the barn, and if there be corn 
in the barn you muſt get on the 'mows, and look 
round the ſides, and you will find their runs ; put your 
hand down by the ſide of the boards and make the runs 


wide and flat, ſo that the tiles may Rand firm, then 


put the compoſitions on the tiles the ſame as directed 
tor the houſe ; ſet a tile in every principal run round 


the mows, and if the rats run thick on the top of the 


mows you may ſet a tile or two on the top of the corn. 
Cats will ſeldom or ever touch my compoſition ; yet it 
is beſt to keep the cats away, or elſe they are apt to 
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keep the rats away from the compoſition, for the rats 
know when the cats are watching them, When there 
are many ſteel traps ſet round th: barn, they make the 
rats very ſhy, and loth to come out of the corn; and 
cats do the ſame, as alſo do many ſorts of diſagree- 
able poiſons that are often made uſe of: the beſt way 
is to move all the cats, traps, and poiſon, if there be 
any ſet, a week before you dreſs with my compoſitions. 
If it be a thatched barn, you muſt look to ſee if they 
have got into the thatch, if they have, there muſt be 
ſome tiles ſet under the eaves of the thatch in the inſide 
of the barn ; if there be any holes in the boards round 
the outſide of the barn, likely you may find good runs, 
which ought to be well dreſſed; if there are not holes 
enough convenient to ſet the tiles on the fills, there 
muſt be ſome cut in this manner: take a key-hole ſaw 
and cut pieces out of the loweſt boards that join the 
fill, five inches long, and two and a half deep, and 
about two or three yards aſunder round the barn : 
theſe holes are very handy to put your hands in to 
clear the runs for the tiles, which muſt be ſet on one 
ſide of the hole, to prevent the wet, &. from getting 
to the tiles, | Fo 

When the barns have corn in them, the rats always 
run on the ſills: whole-boarded barns muſt by all 
means have theſe holes cut, for where the bottom of a 


| barn lies moiſt or wet, rats very ſeldom ſkuw themſelves 
on the outſide. | 


If rats come in the ſtables you may ſet a tile or two 
in any private place, ſuch as under or behind the corn 
hutch, or under the boards of a chaff-bin. When rats 
harbour under hog-ſties, calves-pens, &c, and if not 
good places to ſet the tiles in, you muſt endeavour to 
take up a board to put the tiles in, then Jay it down 


again, ſo that nothing cap get to the compoſitions be- 


ſides the rats; be very Careful that no dirt or wet gets 
to the compoſitions, Let no perſon dreſs your premiſes 
but what you can truſt to do you juſtice, 


(4-3 


DIRECTIONS hnw to dreſs a CORN-STACK. 
RATS in corn-ſtacks are very difficult to deſtroy, 


* Without you take a little pains to follow my direc- 
tions: when there are rats in a ſtack they generally make 
great havock and deſtruction in the corn; they make 
very great paths under the eaves of the thatch, and many 
holes on the top of the thatch ; ſome of them look very 
ſmall to the eye, but open them with your hand and 
you will find the paths caked with their dung very thick, 
and almoſt big enough ior a cat to run in; theſe runs 
muſt be well dreſſed: in the firſt place, when you go to 
dreſs a ſtack, take a ladder and look well under the 
eaves, and if there be good paths make them flat and 
firm where you intend to ſet the tiles, and ſet a tile in 
every principal run round the ſtack, and a tile in every 
plain path in the thatch: put the compoſitions on the 

tiles the ſame as directed for the houſe. 
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DIRECTIONS ho t 4! POND-BANKS, 
and BANKS round Farm-Yards, &c, 


IN the ſummer rats frequent in banks, and breed very 
1 faſt under roots of trees, and in the looſe ſtraw that 
lies round the farm-yards; and about Michaelmas will 
follow the corn into the barn as natural as pigs to the 
trough. To deſtroy rats in banks, you muſt look well 
for their principal runs between the roots of trees, and 
likewiſe in the ditch-ſides &f hedges, yards, or fields: 
put the compoſitions on the tiles the ſame as directed 
for the houſe ; ſet a tile in every plain, freſh, and good 
run; lay ſome buſhes cr pieces of wood to hide the tiles 
from the poultry, &c. and the ſame care muſt be taken 
if you put any in the looſe ſtraw, &c. 
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DIRECTIONS hav t dreſs a WATER-MILL. 


WH EN. rats harbour in a mill you muſt examine the 

cogr: pets, and other places under the floors of the 
mill, as they are generally wet and private z there you 
may find their runs, which ought to be well dreſſed, 
and likewiſe every private place where they come. 
Millers generally fat a great many hogs, and theſe, rats 


moſt commonly haunt very much, but you muſt be very 


careful to put the tiles ſo that the hogs cannot get their 
heads to the compoſitions ; put the compoſitions on the 
tiles the ſame as directed for the houſe ; there is no dan- 


ger if the rats trample over the hogs victuals, nor yet 


in any places where they run, Mills generally have 


more rats in the ſummer than in the winter; the reaſon 


for this 1s, the barns are moſt of them empty round the 


country, and a little before harveſt the farmers move the 


ſtraw and litter out of their yards, and then the rats will 
ſome times travel in great droves, from houſe to houſe, 
till they find plenty of proviſion and ſhelter ; ſome times 
they take their quarters in a farm-houſe, if there be corn 
in the barn, or a corn-ſtack in the yard, and very often 
will travel by the river ſides til], they come to a mill, 


and then are very troubleſome in gnawing the ſacks, as 


well as damaging the corn, buildings, &c, 


DIRECTIONS how t dreſs a SHIP. 


RATS on board ſhips are very miſchievous, and dan- 
I gerous both to the {hip and rigging. I have known 
rats get in between the linings of a ſhip and gnaw holes 
fo that the ballaſt has got in, and the motion of the 
water that is in the ſhip has waſhed the gravel and ſtones 
to the pumps and choked them, ſo that the pumps have 
been obliged to be taken up, and the wells cleaned 
out; they will ſometimes gnaw the fails, rigging, and 
water-caſks, when they lie ſtowed below; they alſo are 
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very troubleſome in corn- veſſels and Engliſh traders, 
as they carry ſhop goods to the different parts of the 


kingdom, and very frequently find great damage done 
to the freight by the rats. Ships that lie along- ſide the 
quays or wharfs are liable to have plenty of rats. When 


you are troubled with rats in a ſhip, look well in the 


lockers, and the ftowage in the hold, and any private 


places where they run; if in a man of war, you muſt 


look for their runs in the dark rooms, and places at the 


bottom of the hold, as they live moſtly with the cattle 
below, and upon the bits that drop below from the men: 


ſet the compoſitions in the ſame manner as directed for 


the houſe—as there are no tiles on board a ſhip, flat 
pieces of board will do. > fl Fri 
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DIRECTIONS how fe defirey MICE with 
2 om COMPOSITIONS... 


many young at a litter ; I believe a doe mouſe 


will breed near a hundred in a year. When there are 


rats and mice both in a houſe, the beſt way is to deſtroy 
the rats firſt, and, in a. week or a fortnight after, where 
you find the mice run, put a very little of the deſtroyin 

medicine on ſome pieces of tiles, the ſame as directed 


for the rats, only not a ſixth part; you muſt not put 
any af the charm for the mice, for it is too ſtrong for 
them: the uſe of the charm is, to ſtupify the rats, and 


is ſo ſtrong, that it puts the rats out of their natural 
ſenſes, and makes them light- headed ; if rats be in their 
common ſenſes they will ſeldom take any thing that will 
deſtroy them. I have often ſeen the mice die by eating 


ſome of the charm ; therefare, it is beſt to ſet the de- 
ſtroying medicine, without giving the mice any of the 


charm ; the notion of many perſons is, that when there 
are many rats in a barn or corn-ſtack, that the mice 
will not harhour in the corn, &c. but I know to the 


ICE are vermin that breed very often, and have. 
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faſt: a rat will breed fifty or ſixty young in the year- 
A female rat will go to copulation at carats old, 


07 twelve, y ung rats at; itter; in he qſu 
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eontrary ; for inſtance, after J have dreſſed, a barn or 
ſtack for the rats, I have at the getting in of the ſtack 


| ſeen one or two hundred rats lie dead; and double as 


many mice lie dead. I do not ſay the mice like to keep 
in the runs among the rats, but they have little runs by 
themlelves, where the rats cannot get at them. When 
there are mice in a ſtack, you mult ſet the tiles in the 
biggeſt and beſt runs round the ſtack, and if there be 
any old rat holes in the thatch, you may ſet ſome tiles in 
them: one tea-ſpoonful will deſtroy about fifty mice. 
If there be mice in a barn, ſet ſome tiles on the beams, 
and under the eaves of the thatch or tiles. Pleaſe to put 
the compoſitions down eaſy with the ſpoon when you 
put them on the tiles for the rats or mice, as it prevents 


_ 


khem from falling off. 
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DOB YER VV A T10-N: 


I Have found out, by breeding and keeping rats tame in 


cages, they are a vermin that increaſe ſurpriſingly 
T 1 

and go onlywv sk with young; they Ne have ten 
mer it is 
common for-a rat to have fourteen ori teen at a time; 
nay, I have taken eighteen out of a rat's belly at once. 


The damage rats do to corn, &c. is very great: I once 


let one of my tame rats have its full play upon ſome 
wheat ſheaves for a whole month ; I then had the ſame 
number, and as equal in ſize as poſſible, threſned out, 
which produced eleven quarts of clean wheat. Rats 
are creatures that travel in great droves : I have known 
a houſe to be without rats a whole winter, and in one 
night there have been ſo many come as to run about 
like rabbits in a warren ; the next day I have examined 
the ditches andgbanks in the fields, and have found their 
tracks like | 26 paths. Iis to be obſerved, that rats 
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© deftroyed ; any kind of compoſitions, lies themſelves 


but very little after they have taken their baits ; for 
every creeping creature on earth has a ſort of bed or neſt, 

and as ſoon as they find themſelves diſabled, they na- 
tutally endeavour to get tb it if they can: now theſe 
compoſitions fling: the rats into a kind of extacy, and 


ſteep them to death. The beſt way for perſons to ſa- 
Baßy themſelves of the efficacy and number of rats theſe 
compoſitions will deſtroy, is, to dreſs a corn - ſtack that 
has a great number of rats in it, a little before it is 


removed; this I have done, and found five dead ones 


to one live one. Vou may lay my compoſitions in the 


day- time, for you cannot find their runs in the dark. — 
Pleaſe to dreſs all buildings, corn, &c., in one day, as 


months, there is no fear but you may keep them under; 
which is a great pleaſure for me to hear, as I mean to 


do good to the, country, and this thouſands do find 5 
1 trom RE Bunk e ſervant, _ 
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N. B. News are gan but what has this book of 


655 Proprietor and Inventor of the Compoſt on, 
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before directed. If you examine your premiſes well, 
and dreſs them accordingly, once in two or- three 
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directions, with my 1 . ſealed bis in the 
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K . made to captains of ſhips, if they chuſe 
to take a great quantity abroad to ſell, —No letters are 


taken in but what are e to me n <a 
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